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“THE DEATH OF OSAMA BIN LADEN”
A SOURCE SHEET TO HELP GUIDE CLASS DISCUSSION
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What is a wicked person?
How does a person become good or wicked?

According to these texts, is it appropriate to rejoice in the death of a wicked person such as Osama bin
Laden? Explain your answer.
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According to this text, is it appropriate to rejoice in the death of an enemy such as Osama bin Laden?
Explain your answer.

What is the difference between this text and the previous three?
What is the difference between a “wicked” person and an “enemy”?

In which category does Osama bin Laden belong?
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Our tradition teaches that when God killed the Egyptians after splitting the sea for the Israelites, it was
inappropriate for the angels in heaven to rejoice at the Egyptians’ deaths, although God allowed the
Israelites to rejoice and sing songs.

Why was it permitted for the Israelites to sing but inappropriate for the angels to sing, especially when
God was the One doing the killing?

How does this text relate to the death of Osama bin Laden?
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How does the death of Osama bin Laden relate to this text?

How can bin Laden’s death strengthen our belief in God?
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